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** You're not slurring the most interesting parts over ? '* cc I swear Fm not."
** You give one the impression that you are defending him. Indeed you do. Everything that is unfavourable to him you set about explaining away."
" Not at all. I'm simply putting you on your guard. Because I have had a lot more to do with this kind of gossip th^tt you have."
" Well, let me tell you at once that there's nothing in this file of yours that's worth anything. You might have told me so sooner."
<e I beg your pardon. This file testifies that the gentleman in question is an honest man." " More or less."
" I should say that it is an exceptionally interesting file — and very comforting, too."
The oil-dealer asked himself whether the other was laughing at him. He pursed his lips.
" You amuse me with your e comforting.* " c* This is the first time that I have had occasion to open it, I may tell you that I have always had, personally, a very high opinion of the gentleman in question. All politics apart. But I am happy to find that opinion confirmed. lam, really."
" Is he such a fool," Champcenais wondered, ** as to imagine that I came here looking for a good character for Gurau ? Or is he trying to teach me a lesson ? "
The thousand-franc note was in an envelope, in the same pocket as his note-case. Before he took it out — without any enthusiasm — the oil-dealer wanted to make quite sure that he had not been fooled. He said, in a stem tone of voice :
** I can trust you, can I ?   There is nothing else in that
file   of any  importance  whatever ?    Favourable  to  the
gentleman or not ? In short, anything likely to interest me ?
You can assure me of that ? "
" Word of honour."
cc Very well	Can't be helped."

